Although the fathers of physic were very familiar with the acute and well-marked effects of lead on the human body, yet it is only in modem time that physicians have become acquainted with the chronic and insidious action of this metal. The former of these effects were observed in those cases where the poison had been administered in the concrete form of minium, ceruse, and litharge, but the latter have resulted from the introduction of the metal into the system in a far more subtle condition, and often in a state of casual admixture with various articles of food. This fact was first noticed about a century ago; and, although it has since been made the subject of several valuable dissertations, yet it is only just beginning to assume its proper importance.
" Colica pictoiium," says Dr. Alderson, " considered as a disease depending on the absorption of lead dissolved in cider, was first brought before the medical profession in this country in the year 1767. In that year, Sir George Baker, a physician of great talent and celebrity, read an essay before the College of Physicians on the cause of the endemic colic of Devonshire. The disease had been previously noticed in the same locality by Doctors Musgrave and Huxham, but without suspicion of its real origin?nay, even Citois, from whose accurate observation of the symptoms in the wine-district of Poictou, the malady derived the name whereby it is still known, deemed it only the effect of the unripe, austere wines of the province." (p. 74.) Ten years, however, before the date just mentioned, Troncliin published a work on the same subject, and proved that the occurrence of lead colic at Amsterdam was due to the employment of lead instead of tiles for the roofing of houses; in consequence of which the water became impregnated with the metal, and acquired poisonous properties. Important as these Dr. Alderson's lectures are three in number: they are devoted to a general description of the chronic effects of lead, and to an account of the best means of remedying them. It is, perhaps, too much to expect that our author should have brought forward any novelty in the matter, seeing that the labours of Tanquerel, Merat, Christison, and Burton, have been so complete, as to leave hardly anything for their successors to perform:
we must therefore be contented with the fact, that he has given us an admirable summary of all that is known of the disease: in addition to which he has invested it with an interest that it did not before possess, by that display of humanity and earnestness of manner with which he presented it to his distinguished auditors. " The subject of colic and paralysis, the result of the absorption of lead, commends itself," lie savs, " to the notice of this assembly, by the same peculiarities which have deterred the great body of medical practitioners from bestowing much time and attention upon it. It is, in one form at least, a disease almost exclusively confined to the labouriug class, and therefore a lit subject for the benevolent consideration of those who are the true guardians of the public health, and especially of the health of that part of the public who need the protection which they have not the power of obtaining for themselves." (p. 74.) He likewise reminded his hearers, that, "unhappily, the victims of that poisonous agency, which in days of yore was but suspected or casually remarked, are now numbered by hundreds, nay thousands, in all classes, and especially among the artisans of several trades hereafter to be particularized." (p. 75.) Dr 
